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Volunteers at the County Fairs 


Volunteer Organizations’ Exhibits Are Used 
to Teach Fire Prevention at These Gatherings 


TATE and county fairs will soon 

be starting up. That volunteer 
firemen can play a valuable réle in 
spreading fire prevention education at 
such large gatherings of people has 
already been demonstrated. The edu- 
cational value of fire prevention ex- 
hibits during Fire Prevention Week 
has long been recognized, but an ex- 
hibit such as this one, sponsored by 
the Erie County Volunteer Firemen’s 


Association at the Erie County Fair at 
Hamburg, N. Y., is noteworthy be- 
cause of its success. 

The Erie County Association is 
made up of over 90 volunteer fire de- 
partments embracing over 8000 vol- 
unteer firemen. We are indebted for 
information about this exhibit to 
Ralph Thorn of the Orchard Park, 
N. Y., Volunteer Fire Department. 
This account of the activities of vol- 


unteer firemen in western New York 
gives an idea as to what volunteer fire 
companies are undertaking at fairs 
and other large gatherings of people. 

At the Erie Fair exhibits and dem- 
onstrations continued throughout the 
week of the Fair. One whole day was 
designated as Fireman’s Day. Two 
large tents housed the exhibits of fire 
prevention methods and fire-fighting 
equipment. and a motion picture dem- 
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How Sparks Spread Fires to 

Wooden Shingle Roofs 

$400,000 GROUP FIRE, NEWBURYPORT, MASS 
May 19, 1934 
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onstration, where pictures of fire 
scenes and prevention methods were 
shown. A lecturer gave talks on fire 
prevention each hour of every day. 
Crowds were drawn to this part of the 
Fair by having a fife and drum corps 
play in front of the tents. During the 
week 34,975 visitors were checked at 
the exhibit. 

Demonstrations were given to ex- 
plain the damage which may result 
from the use of the waste paper basket 
as a rubbish receiver. The probable 
results of using faulty electric flat- 
irons and faulty hose on gas plates 
were shown. Other 
consisted of showing how fire could 
follow from setting away a dust mop 
without putting it in a container; how 
damage might follow the use of 
kerosene to hurry a kitchen fire; and 
how a house might easily be ignited 
by burning rubbish in a container 
while the wind blows toward the 
house. A realistic dummy demon- 
strated how a person might be burned 
to death as a result of smoking in bed. 

A model of a dwelling house stress- 
ing proper construction to avoid fire 
hazards was displayed. A safe fire- 
place and models of the right and 
wrong ways to construct chimneys 
were on exhibit. One department dem- 
onstrated the safe use of electricity. 


demonstrations 


An instructive display was that of 
showing the contrast between antique 
and modern fire fighting equipment. 
However, the entire exhibit stressed 
fire prevention as the hest means of 
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reducing the annual loss of life and 
property. Other events were staged, 
such as first-aid contests, relay and 
fancy drills, hose-laying contests, lad- 
der-raising and coupling races. A 
parade on the evening of Firemen’s 
Day called out 6500 uniformed fire- 
men with scores of bands and drum 
corps. Prizes were awarded for vari- 
ous features. 

Exhibits such as the one just de- 
scribed provide methods of fire pre- 
vention education and means of ac- 
quainting a large number of people 
with the work of volunteer firemen. 
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Tuohy, Nebraska, 
Fireless Town 


UOHY, NEBRASKA, population 
25, has the distinction of being a 
community which has never had a fire 
which has caused any damage since 
the town was founded in 1892, a fact 
which has been confirmed by State 
Fire Marshal L. J. Butcher of Neb- 
raska. The town is noticeably clean, 
most residents own their own homes, 
and the property is well kept. 


Chief Is Embarrassed 
By Thief-Proof Ignition 

HEN the volunteer firemen of 

Barstow, California, attempted 
to answer an alarm from the high 
value district one night in April, they 
discovered that someone had stolen 
the ignition key of their fire engine. 
Chief E. L. White was out of town in 
Death Valley at the time and several 
citizens accused him of taking the 
key. Chief White didn’t have the key, 
of course, but the matter caused him 
so much embarrassment that he has 
written us recounting the occurrence 
and suggesting that the telling of this 
story may save other departments 
being placed in a similar position. 

Although the particular ignition 

switch was guaranteed to be thief- 





The conflagration in Newburyport, Mass., mapped above, started with this intense 
fire in a vacant frame factory. A brick building 90 ft. away took fire from this one in 
15 minutes. The building shown was equipped with automatic sprinklers which had 
been shut off because the building was not in use. It is necessary for fire departments 
to insist on sprinkler systems being kept in operation even in idle property. 
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MAKE THE BEST OF WHAT YOU HAVE 


Equipment THAT CAN BE MADdE ECONOMICALLY 
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The above chart, showing various fire tools, is used by courtesy of Chief J. Ray Pence of the Stillwater, Oklahoma, Fire Department. 
Chief Pence has copies of this chart approximately 3 ft. by 4 ft., showing all of the above items and including a number of important tools 
not shown above. He says he will be glad to send any other volunteer department, on receipt of $1.25, a large blueprint of this chart. 


proof, a desperate effort was made by 
the volunteers to start the engine. 
Neither keys borrowed from a garage 
nor attempts to wire around the switch 
proved successful. After about twenty 
minutes’ delay, the fire engine was 
towed to the fire by a laundry wagon. 
The fire proved to be a smoldering 
one in an electrical shop and was 
readily extinguished. After the fire, 
the engine was towed back to the sta- 
tion and the thief-proof switch was 
replaced with one of a simple pull 
type. 


The Fire Hazard 
of Throat Tablets 


WO instances of fires originating 

in citizens’ coat pockets were re- 
ported recently from a single commu- 
nity. In both cases the pockets where 
the fire started were found to have 
potassium chlorate throat tablets and 
s:fety matches in them. Potassium 
chiorate is a dangerous chemical and 
is used extensively in making detona- 
tors for explosives and ammunition, 
because when violently jarred, by be- 


ing struck, for example, it produces 


an explosion. It is present both in the 
tablets of the type referred to and on 
the striking surface of safety match 
boxes. Smokers with harsh voices and 
tender throats are therefore advised to 
carry their matches and throat tablets 
in separate pockets. 


Profitable Measures 
in Fire Prevention 


T is well known, in determining 

what the insurance cost on any 
given mercantile or industrial build- 
ing may be, that credits are given for 
good features and additional charges 
are made for defects that might be 
serious in case of fire. Russell Dyche, 
Chief of the London, Kentucky, Vol- 
unteer Fire Department (member 
N.F.P.A.), explains that they are hav- 
ing considerable success in showing 
property owners how they can make 
the improvements necessary in their 
buildings. 

“The most notable case,” writes 
Chief Dyche, “was one, two or three 
years ago. We attempted to interest 
one of our wholesale grocers in an 


improvement that was needed in his 
property. He finally made us the 
proposition: ‘All right. You make the 
changes you suggest and take as your 
pay the saving we will make from 
now on.’ We spent exactly $80. Fol- 
lowing the next survey by the actua- 
rial bureau the concern received a re- 
fund on the annual premiums already 
paid of $142.62 and an annual net in- 
surance saving of $221.21. Some divi- 
dend on investment! But we had 
gained our point and we sold our con- 
tract to the grocery company for the 
$80 that had actually been expended. 


“This past year we induced a 
garage to replace an old frame build- 
ing in the heart of the town with 
a brick one, which cut in two a row 
of frame buildings, separating them 
so far as fire communication is 
The cost 


concerned. improvement 


$2,656.58 and effected a $579 insur- 
ance saving to the building and con- 
tents, as well as other savings that 
such an improvement would bring. 
The total insurance saving to the 


property owners in the whole block 
was $1,745.23.” 
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Japanese City Burns 


With Loss of 1,996 Lives 


HE world was shocked to read of 
the conflagration in the City of 
Hakodate, Japan, on March 22, 1934. 
This fire destroyed three-quarters of 
the city and caused a loss of the lives 
of 1,996 people. Hakodate is a city of 
213,000 population, or about the same 
size as Dayton, Ohio, or Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. The city is located on the 
seacoast, with water on three sides and 
is subject to very strong winds. The 
fire started when a gale wrecked 
chimneys during a period of extreme 
cold. An area of six square miles, em- 
bracing 23,000 buildings, was com- 
pletely burned. 

To those of us familiar only with 
fire conditions as we know them in 
this part of the world the fact that so 
many people were either trapped by 
the fire or took refuge at sea and were 
drowned, is amazing. The conflagra- 
tion conditions in a Japanese city are 
dificult for us to conceive. Here peo- 
ple are usually safe from fire if they 
are able to escape from a burning 
building to the street. Some idea, 
however, of the rapidity with which 
the fire spread due to the very flimsy 
and quick-burning type of building 
construction is shown by the fact that 
at one stage of the fire it traveled a 
mile in fifteen minutes. 

There are only a few cases of loss 
of life in this part of the world from 
fires which compare with the Hako- 
date death toll. By comparison the 
largest loss of life in single fires in 
this country was 1,030 in the excur- 
sion steamer General Slocum, which 
burned in New York City in 1904, 
and 572 in the Iroquois Theatre fire 
in Chicago in 1903. 

Plans are being made to erect a 
“fireproof” city to prevent the recur- 
rence of the conflagrations that have 
periodically damaged the port. Main 
streets will be 120 feet wide, and the 
entire city will be divided into nine 
sections, with each section surrounded 
by “fireproof” buildings to lessen the 
danger of spread of fire from one sec- 
tion to another. Parks will be built in 
every section, and a broad wooded 
zone will be cultivated along the 
seacoast. 
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Pyrene Prize Letter Contest 


More Awards for Best Letters on Actual 
Fires Put Out With Fire Extinguishers 


THIS MONTH’S WINNERS 
First Prize—$10.00 


PALMER SCHNEIDER, 
Volunteer Fire Dept., Cedarburg, Wis. 


Saves Life in a Lightning Fire 

“My dad is chief and I am a private in 
the Cedarburg Volunteer Fire Department. 
We also work in the city electric light plant. 
We were having a severe electrical storm 
one night and my dad and I were standing 
on our front porch from which we can see 
the power plant. All of a sudden there was 
a terrific crash and all the lights in the city 
were out. Our power plant was a fiery glow; 
the lightning had struck it. 

“We both rushed to the scene and found 
our switchboard a mass of flames. The burn- 
ing wires were forming a gas which pre- 
vented our entering. We could see our en- 
gineer on the floor, overcome. We thought 
of our carbon tetrachloride extinguisher 
close to one of the windows of the plant. 
We forced the window, got the extinguisher 
and soon had the fire out, after which it was 
possible to rescue the engineer. The damage 
was fortunately small and after a while the 
doctor reported that our man would recover. 
Since then we have installed three more ex- 
tinguishers.” 


Second Prize—$3.00 
GeraLtp W. SHELDON, Secretary, 
C. H. Evans H. & L.Co. No.3, Hudson, N. Y. 


Avoids Panic in Crowded Store 

“Tt was at Christmas time and the show 
windows of the hardware store in which | 
am employed were devoted exclusively to 
toys. I had crowded the floors of these win- 
dows with cotton and sprinkled this with 
artificial snow. I had also set up a moving 
electric train to attract attention, and had 
filled the remainder of the window with toys. 
A child who came into the store very eager 
to get a good look at the train crossed the 
wires and caused a short circuit. The win- 
dow blazed up, the cotton igniting very 
quickly. To get a fire extinguisher was my 
first thought. A one-quart carbon tetrachlo- 
ride type was handy, as these are one of our 
best sellers, and I quickly extinguished the 
blaze with it. This might have resulted in a 
very serious fire, as our store was very 
crowded at this time.” 


Third Prize—$2.00 
R. E. Wricut, Secretary, 
Fire Department, North Windham, Conn. 


Only Apparatus Available 

“My most interesting experience with a 
chemical fire extinguisher was in January, 
1926, soon after our company was formed, 
but before we had a fire truck. 

“At that time I was chief and was called 
hy telephone at 2 o'clock in the morning 
that a large automobile truck was burning 


about one mile from my home. With one of 
my men I got two 2%4-gallon extinguishers 
from the L. M. Hartson Co. plant and was 
at the fire in ten minutes. We found the 
motor, cab and body of the truck on fire 
and at once used one of the extinguishers to 
put out the fire in the body. I then sent the 
one man I had back to the plant for the 20- 
gallon chemical extinguisher tank on wheels 
which was there. I then used the other 24%4- 
gallon extinguisher to deaden the fire, which 
held it until the arrival of the truck with the 
20-gallon extinguisher. We were able to put 
the fire out with the large tank and saved 
the truck with only about $75 damage.” 


_ your story of how an approved 
fire extinguisher of any make has 
been used to save life or property and 
get in line for an award next month 
for one of the cash prizes being of- 
fered in this contest codperatively by 
the Pyrene Manufacturing Company 
of Newark, N. J., and VOLUNTEER 
FireMEN. Until further notice the fol- 
lowing cash prizes will be awarded 
each month: First Prize, $10.00; Sec- 
ond Prize, $3.00; Third Prize, $2.00. 
The contest will be judged by the en- 
gineering staff of the National Fire 
Protection Association and the editors 
of VOLUNTEER FIREMEN. 


CONTEST RULES 


1. Only members of a volunteer fire de- 
partment may compete in the Pyrene Prize 
Letter Contest. 


2. Letters are to describe actual expe- 
riences where any approved fire extinguisher 
of any make has saved lives or property. 

3. Trade names may be used but will be 
deleted in publication. Publishers reserve 
the right to edit winning letters to permit 
publication. 


4. Each contestant automatically vouches 
for the truth of the facts presented from his 
own or others’ experiences. 


5. Only one letter may be submitted each 
month. 


6. Letters must be legibly written in ink 
or typewritten on white paper, one side only. 
Preference will be given to letters not over 
250 words in length. 

7. Letters received after the 20th of the 
month will be judged in following month’s 
competition. 

8. Monthly prizes in cash will be: Ist, 
$10.00; 2nd, $3.00, and 3rd, $2.00. 

9. Address contest letter to Pyrene Prize 


Letter Contest, National Fire Protection 


Association, 60 Batterymarch Street, Boston, 
Mass. 
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The First Volunteer Salvage Corps 


This Unique Company of the Nyack, New York, Volunteer 
Fire Department Has Service Record of Nearly 20 Years 


ITH a service record now ap- 

proaching twenty years, I think 
there is no question of the pioneer 
position of the Nyack Fire Patrol as 
the first volunteer salvage patrol in 
any community in the United States 
or Canada. In the early days of our 
company, salvage work was not the 
recognized part of fire department 
operations which it has now become. 
therefore we had to prove our useful- 
ness. That the company has done this 
is shown by the fact that it has de- 
veloped to the point where it per- 
forms the salvage and rescue work 
and also maintains lighting truck 
service for the Nyack Fire Depart- 
ment and is established as one of the 
companies of this volunteer depart- 
ment made up of eight companies and 
some 400 volunteer firemen. As one 
of the organizers of the Nyack Fire 
Patrol, and until recent retirement its 
Captain, I can testify to the interesting 
experience it has been to have been a 
participant in the development of 
this company. 

The beginning of our company was 
much like that of any other volunteer 
fire company, inspired by a commu- 
nity need. Because there were insufh- 
cient village police at fires, police 
work had to be done by assignments 
from the various companies of the 
fire department. Some of us were not 
satisfied that this was a very satisfac- 
tory way to handle the matter and, 
under the leadership of the late Wil- 
liam Charters, then Chief, these 
assigned men met on January 25. 
1915, to form a separate and distinct 
unit for this work. It was my privi- 
lege, as Secretary, to have issued the 
call for this meeting. The Nyack Fire 
Patrol was incorporated March 21. 
1916. 

[t was about that time that arriving 
at my place of business in New York 
City, I found a fire had occurred and 
a lireman on watch who wore a badge 


By Captain William Paul Babcock 





Red Cross arm band insignia of the 
Nyack Fire Patrol. 


reading, as mine did, “Fire Patrol.” 
I was soon to learn, however, that his 
functions were different from ours, 
and for the first time I saw salvage 
covers. The appropriateness of this 
form of protection at once appealed 
to me and [ had no difficulty in per- 
suading the boys at home to take it up. 
We consequently established friend- 
ly contact with the ofhicers of the New 
York Fire Patrol, which has proven 
very valuable to us. The Nyack Patrol 
feels particularly indebted to Captain 
Albert Sidney Johnston, affectionately 
dubbed “Godfather of the Nyack Fire 
Patrol,” late of New York Fire Patrol. 
where two of us went into training at 
the old quarters of Patrol No. 1 at 
11 Murray Street. After our period 
of training we brought home with us 
two old salvage covers, the first which 
had ever been seen in Nyack. 
Salvaging operations in fire fight- 
ing work did not always enjoy their 
present increasing acceptance. Until 
recent years, fire fighting in all its 
branches was very much a hit-or-miss 
proposition. The idea of putting a fire 
out with a minimum of water damage 
came only when firemen began to 


look for ways to make their work 
more craftsmanlike. One way in which 
this was found to be possible was by 
the spreading of waterproof covers 
over contents of buildings not actual- 
ly affected by the fire itself, to pre- 
vent the water that necessarily had to 
be used from doing more damage 
than the fire. Of course, there are a 
good many more tricks of the trade in 
salvage work than the mere spreading 
of covers, but this is the backbone 
of it. 

Salvage work got off somewhat on 
the wrong foot. In some cities fire de- 
partments were slow to take up sal- 
vage work, and in a few cities with 
paid departments insurance interests 
organized fire patrols to do this work. 
This unfortunately gave rise to a gen- 
eral impression that salvage work was 
of especial benefit to the insurance 
companies. It is interesting to note 
that this same idea followed the or- 
ganization of fire companies by insur- 
ance people in England years and 
years ago, following the great fires in 
London and other cities. The insur- 
ance interests soon gave up the fire 
companies, just as they ceased to or- 
ganize any new salvage patrols after 
the first few attempts. 

That our services went to so many 
fires where there was no insurance is 
one feature of our own experience 
which disposes of any “insurance- 
support” theory. An interesting ex- 
ample is a bad fire we had in a large 
frame property occupied as a board- 
ing school. The music teacher had 
sixteen pianos on the ground floor, all 
second hand, and none insured (if 
indeed, insurable), but all were, of 
course, invaluable to him. Although 
the fire was such that tons of water 
had to be poured into the top story of 
the building, upon test next day not 
one of these pianos was even damp. 

The early attitude of firemen to 
salvage work was reflected in amused 
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Firemen at a school session in saivage work practicing the spreading of waterproof 
covers over furniture and merchandise. 


tolerance of us on the part of the 
other firemen, and we were referred 
to as “washerwomen.” This was a 
factor in our operating as an inde- 
pendent company for some years. 
Local merchants and householders 
who had had the benefit of our serv- 
ice were very generous in saying good 
words for our work, a fact which the 
other firemen couldn’t ignore, and in 
1927 we were admitted as one of the 
companies of the Nyack Fire Depart- 
ment. 

Our first apparatus was an ordi- 
nary curtained, commercial truck 
which carried only a little equipment. 
This consisted of about six old sec- 
ond-hand New York Patrol covers, 
ropes and a few odd tools. Later we 
were able to somewhat remodel the 
truck along conventional fire appara- 
tus lines. We were indebted to friend- 
ly garage owners for a place to keep 
it most of the time. 

Our early meetings were held in the 
rear of a member’s barber shop; later 
by courtesy we used the Village Hall 
and other companies’ quarters, but 
eventually were able to provide mod- 


est quarters of our own. Our present 
company numbers 30 members. 

In May 1924 we were able to buy 
a truck better suited to our needs. 
This served well until our developing 


activities and acquisitions of equip- 
ment overloaded it. In November 
1933 a new truck, with body built to 
the specifications of our committee, 
was put into service. 

At present we carry 20 salvage cov- 
ers, size 12 by 18 ft., of the approved 
waterproofed duck type. We use the 
older ones for roof work. Additional 
covers are kept in quarters. There is 
the usual assortment of tools for sal- 
vage work. We adapted army cart- 
ridge belts to our requirements for a 
means of carrying hammers and nails, 
the pouches carrying different sizes of 
nails. 

As the rescue company for the de- 
partment we carry an inhalator and 
a full line of first aid equipment. A 
number of our men went into training 
in first aid work under the direction 
of the safety director of one of the 
local public utility companies and 
later received Red Cross Certificates. 
The outfit was recently recognized as 
an official unit in the Red Cross Emer- 
gency Plan and accorded the use of 
oficial Red Cross insignia. We have 
the services of a doctor who ranks as 
Deputy Chief and who rolls on all 
alarms, including the special signal 
for emergencies other than fires. 

Our emergency gear. some of which 
is shown in the accompanying illus- 





tration, is equipment specified by this 
Department Surgeon and is consider- 
ably more elaborate than the ordinary 
first aid equipment. It is a department 
rule that no man many treat himself 
for injuries, but must report to our 
Patrol Car, where the surgeon is on 
duty. Most of our men, however, are 
perfectly competent to handle any 
“first aid” case through constant drill 
and practice work. 

In April 1933 we learned of a two- 
kilowatt electric generator which 
could be bought at a sacrifice and we 
invested in this and two 250-watt 
lamps and a 500-watt lamp. The 
larger one was for use on the truck, 
but can be removed if necessary. The 
smaller lights are portable and are 
supplied by 500 ft. of rubber-covered 
cable. This lighting equipment has 
many times proved very valuable to 
the entire department. 

We have assumed responsibility 
locally for much work allied to emer- 
gency service. One of our duties is to 
look after public assemblies, partic- 
ularly unusual ones such as pageants, 
candlelight services at churches, 
benefit performances at theatres and 
the like, where we see that safety 
measures are observed and guard 
against overcrowding. 

Some of these activities are some- 
what removed from our: principal 
function as a salvage corps, but are 
mentioned to show the great variety of 
our activities which provide work of 
interest for every member of the com- 
pany. 

As a personal contribution to our 
educational work I am always happy 
to accept invitations to lecture among 
volunteers or to their community 
clubs on salvage work, at which fre- 
quently some of our patrol boys 
demonstrate practical evolutions. 

Most of our revenue came from the 
operation of public parking space 
near a local theatre, from which we 
received at one time as much as $200 
per month. These, and modest reve- 
nues from other sources, made pos- 
sible our apparatus and quarters, 
although now that the company is a 
member of the Fire Department, the 
village furnishes all portable equip- 
ment. 


—— 
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The modern kit of the Nyack Fire Patrol. A picture taken by use of the apparatus’ own flood lights, showing 
some of the equipment for salvage, rescue work, and lighting truck service which it carries. 


We found numerous ways to make 
covers pay for additional ones. We 
have a rule that covers will be left at 
a building which has had a fire 48 
hours free; but because people are 
likely to abuse free services, we estab- 
lished a charge of one dollar per 
cover per day for covers left after 
that time. In one case an owner paid 
us $100, and said that it was a bar- 
gain, because had rain damaged his 
plaster and trim it would have cost 
him much more, since damage by rain 
after a fire is not covered by fire in- 
surance. We make exceptions to this 
rule of course in the case of poor 
families and where covers are used 
occasionally at community gather- 
ings. Moderate fees are charged for 
covering up show windows and for 
other uses not involving emergencies. 

Our activities have brought us fre- 
quent donations, and the service ren- 
dered has pretty much sold our unit 
to the people of the community. Few 
of them feel, as some did when we 
were organized, that we were doing 
work for which the insurance people 
should pay. 

I recall that our first donation of 
money came from a family in a 
double house whose furniture was not 
in danger from the fire but which 
would have suffered smoke and water 


damage had we not covered it up and 
otherwise protected it. In another 
fine private dwelling with carpeted 
stairs and parquet flooring, we were 
able to do a job which prevented any 
water damage except in the upstairs 
rooms where the fire was located. 

In another case, on responding to 
an alarm, we found the roof of a dor- 
mer window in a private dwelling 
merrily burning. Because our chief 
knew that the proper attack on this 
fire was from the inside out, little 


The Fireman’s Special 
Tools for Salvage Work 


Fire departments have developed a lot of 
special tools for salvage work, which are 
used along with regular fire fighting equip- 
ment. Some of the principal items of special 
tools and equipment are the following: 


Waterproof Covers (made of waterproofed 
duck or rubber-covered cloth) 


Squeegees (for pushing water off floors) 
Shovels, Brooms, and Mops 

Sponges and Chamois Cloths 

Sawdust (for soaking up water) 


Extra Sprinkler Heads (for making 
prompt replacements) and _ Sprinkler 


Wrenches 
Sprinkler Stoppers or Tongs (for tem 
porarily plugging sprinkler heads) 
Tar Paper (for covering roof holes, etc.) 
Hammer and Nails. 





water was spilt in the building. How- 
ever, a hole had to be made in the 
roof. This we covered before leaving. 
A storm was approaching and we 
knew the cover on the roof might not 
take care of such severe conditions. 
So we arranged a “bag” (made of 
salvage covers) beneath the hole and 
arranged a salvage cover “chute” to 
carry the water out of the window. 
Later, when the storm and rain had 
come, the chief phoned the owner to 
know how the arrangement we had 
left was working out. The owner re- 
ported that there wasn’t a drop of 
water on the floor inside the room, 
but that “Niagara Falls was going out 
of the window.” The significance of 
this episode is again in the fact that 
we were protecting an owner against 
damage which his insurance policy 
doesn’t cover. 

Our history is therefore one of 
years of hard work and practical 
illustration of the community benefits 
of having the volunteer fire depart- 
ment do salvage work. We have come 
to see salvage work generally recog- 
nized until now no fire department 
can call itself really up-to-date unless 
it carries waterproof covers as a reg- 
ular part of its equipment and has 
mastered their use in fire fighting 
operations. 
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The Value 
of Volunteer 
Firemen 


Speaking at the an- 
nual meeting of the 
Fire Marshals Sec- 
tion of the National 
Fire Protection Association at Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, on May fourteenth, 
Fire Marshal H. A. Joyce, Jr., of 
Maryland, concluded his talk on Co- 
operation of State Fire Marshals with 
Local Fire Departments with the fol- 
lowing statement: “I wish to say just 
a few words of appreciation for the 
splendid services rendered by our fire 
fighters. Too much credit cannot be 
given to those courageous and public- 
spirited men composing the municipal 
fire departments in the United States 
and especially to the volunteer fire- 
men, who give so freely of their time 
and services, and so fearlessly risk 
life and limb to protect the lives and 
property of others, and for the fine 
showing that is being made by them 
in the reduction of fire losses. This 
should ever be borne in grateful re- 
membrance by the Fire Marshal, and 
make him all the more ready and 
anxious to codperate in the most effec- 
tive manner with the fire departments 
to accomplish the common end de- 
sired by both for the common good. 
Outdating the Republic itself, fire 
fighting has a record of unselfishness 
and self-sacrifice unmatched in the 
annals of our people as an agency for 
public service. Its financial value can- 
not be adequately appreciated. There 
is a debt of gratitude due the volun- 
teer fireman from the American pub- 
lic. The risk of loss of life or limb, 
impairment of health, dependents left 
without provision for their future, 
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cannot be carelessly assumed and it 
should be a duty cheerfully under- 
taken by the State Fire Marshal to 
assist and codperate in every way pos- 
sible with the men who so freely stake 
their lives to serve their country, in 
having their future and that of their 
dependents protected against untime- 
ly loss.” 

We know that every state and Cana- 
dian Fire Marshal subscribes heartily 
to the sentiments so well expressed by 
Fire Marshal Joyce. 


The Convention During the next 
Season few months 
of the 


states and provinces have conventions 


many 


of fire chiefs, state firemen’s associa- 
tion meetings and state and regional 
fire schools. At many of these meet- 
ings the Volunteer Firemen’s Section 
of the National Fire Protection Asso- 
ciation will be discussed. We ask the 
several thousand volunteer firemen 
already enrolled in our section to say 
a good word for the section at any of 
these meetings they may attend. This 
is your section. Take pride in belong- 
ing to it and give it a boost! 


Salvage Work The development 
by Volunteers of salvage work in 
volunteer and 
small companies has probably been 
the most notable recent progress in 
the salvage field. The account in this 
issue of VOLUNTEER FIREMEN on the 
organization, growth, and activities of 
the first volunteer salvage corps by 
one of its organizers and former cap- 
tain, William Paul Babcock, is full of 
ideas for companies that wish to de- 
velop their salvaging operations. 

Waterproof covers are the most im- 
portant part of salvaging equipment. 
and volunteer companies make a good 
start in the right direction when they 
equip their apparatus with a gen- 
erous number of them, adding other 
salvage tools as rapidly as means 
permit. 


New Members 


HE following volunteer fire com- 
panies, with 650 men, have joined 

the Volunteer Firemen’s Section of 

the National Fire Protection Associa- 

tion since the last issue of this maga- 

zine, making the total membership of 

the Section 5,650 to date: 

Flagstaff Fire Department, Flagstaff, Ari- 
zona. 

Albany Volunteer Fire Department, Albany, 
California. 

Tustin Volunteer Fire Department, Tustin, 
California. 

Brookfield Fire Department. Brookfield, 
Illinois. 

Columbia Volunteer Fire Company, Colum- 
bia, Hlinois. 

Clarion Volunteer Fire Department, Clarion, 
Towa. 

Grand Junction Volunteer Fire Department, 
Grand Junction, Iowa. 

Grundy Center Volunteer Fire Department, 
Grundy Center, Iowa. 

Manly Volunteer Fire Department, Manly, 
Iowa. 

Harwich Fire Department, Harwich, Massa- 
chusetts. 

Lewiston Volunteer Fire Department, Lewis- 
ton, Minnesota. 

Northfield Fire Department, 
Minnesota. 

Sargent Volunteer Fire Department, Sargent, 
Nebraska. 

Lincoln Park Fire Department, Lincoln 
Park, New Jersey. 

Engine Company No. 1, Verona New Jersey. 

Santa Fe Volunteer Fire Department, Santa 
Fe, New Mexico. ‘ 


Northfield, 


Garrison Volunteer Fire Company, Inc., 
Garrison, New York. 


Rockland County Volunteer 
Association, New York. 


Sidney Fire Department, Sidney, New York. 

Cheviot Fire Department, Cheviot, Ohio. 

Swanton Volunteer Fire Department, Swan- 
ton, Ohio. 

Geary Volunteer Fire Department. Geary, 
Oklahoma. 

Cashtown Community Fire Company, Cash- 
town, Pennsylvania. 

Greensburg Volunteer Fire Department, 
Greensburg, Pennsylvania. 


Firemen’s 


Royal Fire Company No. 14, Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

Aransas Pass Fire Department, Aransas 
Pass, Texas. 

DeKalb Fire Department, DeKalb, Texas. 

Eagle Pass Volunteer Fire Department, 
Eagle Pass, Texas. 

Lake Geneva Volunteer Fire Department, 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. 

Lethbridge Fire Department. Lethbridge, 
Alberta. 

Dalhousie Fire Department, Dalhousie, New 
Brunswick. 

Swansea Fire Department, Swansea, Ontario. 
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VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 


Letters to the Editor 


National Fire Protection Association, 
Boston, Mass. 


Gentlemen: 


You have done a good job on the 
Volunteer Firemen’s Section. 


Remember: 1. The local fire com- 
pany composed of volunteer firemen 
is often the only and in many places 
the most useful and important organ- 
ization in the community. 


2. The Volunteer Section will be 
the most effective means of getting 
the message of fire protection and fire 
prevention to the rural districts, where 
sixty per cent of the fire loss occurs. 


3. The Section will become the 
clearing house for exchange of infor- 
mation to and from the general public 
on fire prevention. 


4. The Section will be of tremend- 
ous value in furthering all of the gen- 
eral activities of the National Fire 
Protection Association. 


I enjoyed attending your annual 
meeting at Atlantic City last month 
very much. 

Sincerely, 


Cot. E. M. Rancx, Chairman, 


Fire Prevention Committee, Penn- 
sylvania State Firemen’s Association, 
Lancaster. Pa. 


National Fire Protection Association, 
Boston, Mass. 


Gentlemen: 


Since the first of the year, when we 
subscribed for VOLUNTEER FIREMEN, 
we have been going over different 
parts of it at each meeting of the de- 
partment. I have divided the depart- 
ment into twelve sections and every 
meeting two members read and then 
we discuss some of the useful articles 
in VOLUNTEER FIREMEN. The mem- 
bers get a lot of good from the dis- 
cussions. It keeps them up to date on 
subjects that they otherwise would 
forget when the time came to use 
them at a fire. 

At our February meeting I sug- 
gested to the department that we 
should make a canvass of all the 
larger buildings in the business sec- 
tion as to fire hazards and also as to 
the best way for us to enter in case of 


a fire. They agreed to do it, so I 
allotted certain blocks to each fire- 
man and arranged for two firemen to 
go together to do the inspecting. We 
assure the owners of the buildings 
that we are not doing it for the under- 
writers but for our own protection 
and also to make suggestions to them 
if they want them. The owners have 
taken very well to it and gladly show 
us around. We have done this because 
we do not have a paid fire inspector 
and we felt we should know all the 
buildings. 

Another idea we are using now is 
the carrying of a camera on our fire 
truck. At all fires of any consequence 
we take a few pictures. One of the 
reasons is for our own scrapbook and 
the other is that a picture might be 
very valuable sometime to the owner 
or insurance company in arriving at 
a settlement. 


We have lately added two hundred 
feet of 14-inch hose with siamese and 
small cut-off nozzles and have them 
rolled in two rolls in a basket above 
the large hose compartment. 


Assuring you that Sterling Volun- 
teer Department are getting much 
good out of VOLUNTEER FIREMEN, we 
are, 

Fraternally yours, 


Chief M. E. Litcu, 


Sterling Volunteer Fire Department, 
Sterling, Colorado. 


* & 


National Fire Protection Association, 
Boston, Mass. 


Gentlemen: 


I read your notice on the care of 
fire hose in the last issue of VOLUN- 
TEER FIREMEN and wish to say that 
your trying to circulate information 
on this subject is commendable, as 
fire hose is one of the most important 
tools with which a fireman works. 
Please send me a copy of “Advance 
Report on Care of Fire Hose.” 

Yours for putting the volunteer 
fireman where he rightly belongs—in 
the public eye. 


Sincerely yours, 


Rosert C. Dear, Captain, 


Etowah Fire Department, 
Etowah, Tennessee. 





MEMBERSHIP PLAN 


Volunteer Firemen’s Section 
National Fire 
Protection Association 


HERE twenty or more firemen in 

a volunteer company or depart- 
ment affiliate with the Volunteer Fire- 
men’s Section the cost is 50 cents a 
year per man. Each fireman will re- 
ceive one copy of VOLUNTEER Fire- 
MEN, the monthly journal of the 
Volunteer Firemen’s Section, mailed 
regularly to his home address. The 
company or department automatical- 
ly becomes a member of the National 
Fire Protection Association and is en- 
titled to full privileges of member- 
ship. All the literature regularly 
issued to N.F.P.A. members is mailed 
to headquarters of the company or 
department. 

Membership may be applied for by 
one member of the company or de- 
partment collecting 50 cents for each 
of the 20 or more members and mak- 
ing a single remittance for the group, 
or the company or department may 
take a membership for its men and 
make a single remittance from the 
company or department treasury. 


Companies of Less Than Twenty 


Because of the large amount of ma- 
terial mailed to members, not less 
than $10.00 can be accepted from any 
company or department for member- 
ship dues. In the case of companies 
or departments with less than twenty 
men this means that the cost divided 
among them will be slightly higher 
per man. Of course, some such com- 
panies or departments may prefer to 
make a single remittance of $10.00 
from the company or department 
treasury. In other cases a few inter- 
ested citizens, not members of the 
company or department, may be glad 
to contribute 50 cents apiece to make 
up the required minimum of twenty, 
so that the members may secure the 
rate of 50 cents per man. 

These companies or departments 
have full privileges of N.F.P.A. mem- 
bership as above and each member re- 
ceives the monthly magazine, VOLUN- 
TEER FIREMEN, at his home. 
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ONE PUFF SMOTHERS 
AUTOMOBILE FIRES 





“— put out five automobile 


fires with it in three days with- 


out rec charge, * says a Long Island 
Fire Chief. “We used it success- 
fully against fire on a road tractor 
that had gasoline pouring from its 
tank and ‘T don’t believe anything 
else would have done the job,” re- 
ports a prominent Massachusetts 
Chief. An I]linois Chief says, “There 
is nothing quicker for automobile 
fires and nothing as clean to use.” 
That. briefly,is whatafew FireChiefs 
say about LUX Extinguishers. 

The LUX E xtinguisher puts out 
fires by smothering them under a 
heavy blanket of ‘carbon dioxide 
(CO.) gas. It snuffs out fires in gas- 
oline, oil or lacquer burning on a surface 
instantly. It puts out fires in gasoline pour- 
ing from a leaking tank against which 
foam and carbon tetrachloride fail. It 
puts out fires in live electrical e quipme nt 
safely. No other type of extinguisher is 
effective against all of these differe nt fires. 

May we send you a free folder, giving 
complete information on the LUX Extin- 
guisher? 


KILLS RUNNING GASOLINE FIRES 





WALTER KIDDE & COMPANY, INC. 
NEW JERSEY 





BLOOMFIELD 


Over 500 Fire Departments use LUX Ex- 
tinguishers on Pumpers, Ladder Trucks 
and Chemical Engines. 
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Technical 


Correspondence 
Answered by Robert S. Moulton, 


Technical Secretary 


National Fire Protection Association, 
Boston, Mass. 
Gentlemen: 

I would like you to give me your 
idea of a remedy for “creosote” or the 
sticky substance which gathers in 
chimneys after burning wood. This 
stuff forms on the inside of the chim- 
ney and becomes hard so that it can- 
not be brushed or knocked down. The 
result is that we eventually have a 
real hot fire which occasionally gets 
beyond the chimney. People come to 
me continually for advice as to over- 
coming this and the only remedy I 
can give them is to let their chimney 
heat up before turning off the draft in 
the mornings on starting the fire, and 
the occasional burning of sulphur or 
other powder. 


ALLAN H. CLarK, 


Chief of the Fire Department, 
Lakefield, Ontario. 


Answer. The “creosote” to which 
you refer is a mixture of creosote and 
other substances which is given off 
when wood burns with an air supply 
insufficient for complete combustion. 
This occurs in tight stoves or fur- 
naces and not to any great extent in 
open fireplaces, where there is an 
ample supply of air. I believe your 
experience will bear out the fact that 
the soot which forms in chimneys 
from open fireplaces does not have 
the sticky consistency to which you 
refer. 

In extreme cases the “creosote” may 
form as a liquid which drips out of 
smoke pipes or cracks in chimneys, 
causing considerable annoyance to 
householders. In a typical case of this 
kind with which I had personal con- 
tact I found that there was a long 
smoke pipe from a furnace leading to 
the chimney in the far corner of the 
basement. The practice was to regu- 
late the fire by the use of a damper of 
the type which admits air to the smoke 
pipe just beyond the furnace. Cold 
air mixing with the products of com- 
bustion caused the “creosote” to con- 
dense in the pipe. The trouble was 


Volunteer 
Firemen’s 
Accident 
Insurance 


A special policy called a 
Volunteer Firemen’s Group 
Accident Insurance Policy 
has been made available to 
Volunteer Departments by 
the Hartford Accident and 
Indemnity Company—one 
of the large strong old-line 
casualty companies. This 
policy pays if member fire- 
men are injured while on 
duty. It pays for loss of 
time from regular occupa- 
tion and substantial amounts 
for death and dismember- 
ment. Your Department 
should have this protection. 





Mail the following coupon 
today. It will cost you 
nothing to get the full de- 
tails regarding this valuable 
insurance contract. 


You won’t have to 
“pass the hat” if you 
have this policy 


HARTFORD 
ACCIDENT 


INDEMNITY 
COMPANY 


of HARTFORD, CONN. 


Agents Everywhere 


— 


This coupon may save your members 
thousands of dollars 


HARTFORD ACCIDENT 
AND INDEMNITY COMPANY 
Hartford, Connecticut 


Send information on Volunteer 
Firemen’s Group Accident Policy. 
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practically cured by discontinuing the 
use of this damper and regulating the 
fire with an ordinary type damper 
which does not let cold air into the 
pipe. 

In general, there are two ways to 
control the condition, one to so regu- 
late the fire that there will be com- 
plete combustion at all times, and the 
other to keep the smoke and gases hot 
until they have passed out of the 
chimney. A short, direct smoke pipe 
is desirable to prevent too great cool- 
ing of the smoke. Proper chimney 
construction is also an important fac- 
tor. The chimney should have stand- 
ard flue lining or be built with walls 
eight inches thick. Proper chimney 
construction has the double advantage 
of keeping the inside of the chimney 
wall warm enough to prevent exces- 
sive condensation of “creosote” and 
also in case there is a chimney fire the 
danger of the fire getting beyond the 
chimney is, of course, very much re- 
duced. 

I am sending you our leaflet, 
Your Chimneys Safe,” 
details.* 

Your advice to let the chimney heat 
up before turning off the drafts in the 
morning is in my opinion good. You 
could also advise about dampers of 
the type referred to above. 


“Make 


which gives 


There is considerable difference of 
opinion about the value of the various 
types of powders that are recom- 
mended for putting on fires to elimi- 
nate soot. Zinc dust, sulphur and salt, 
or mixtures of these, are often used 
and sometimes good results are re- 
ported. Their effectiveness, however, 
seems to be more or less uncertain, 
depending a good deal upon the par- 
ticular conditions. 

We recommend mechanical clean- 
ing of chimneys as the most generally 
satisfactory. If the fires and drafts 
are operated as suggested above, the 
soot which forms in the chimney 
should be of a character which can be 
removed without difficulty by the 
ordinary chimney cleaning methods. 
In any case, where wood is the fuel 
the chimney should be cleaned at least 
once a year or oftener. 


*Single copies may be obtained without 
charge from the National Fire Protection 
\ssociation, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston, 
Mass. 
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1000-GALLON PUMPER 


The Pride of the Department 


This Pumper does things never thought 
possible of any fire oan. Yet when you 
study its super construction in every 
detail you begin to realize why it out- 
performs all others, and why so many 
cities and towns are now demanding 
Buffalo Apparatus. 


The Pumper illustrated is a combination 
Pump, chemical (or booster) and Hose 


BUFFALO FIRE APPLIANCE CORP. 


44 CENTRAL AVENUE 


FIREMEN 





il 


I 
TRIPLE | 
COMBINATION 


Cart all in one. Is fully equipped with 
necessary accessories to fight practically 
any fire. 


If you would like to know why the 
Buffalo 1000-Gallon Pumper beats all 
competition consistently, write us for the 
famous comparative test data, and our 
newest catalog. Sent free on request. 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 





Approved by all Fire Chiefs. 


Colt Patent 


Special *40 Value 
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Fire 


wearing qualities. 


Water Will Wear Away a Stone 


Water at high velocity causes terrific wear, not only on granite, 
but on the hardest metals. All water carries some grit, in suspen- 
sion, which acts like an emery wheel on the interior of fire nozzles 

away the in- : 
side surface of nozzles 44” most especially the shut-off valve. 
No matter if the valve is a tapered plug (which plays hell 
a ball valve, 
they soon leak, soak firemen’s clothing and freeze their hands. 
rar Only Champion construction takes up the wear AUTO- 
MATICALLY —is WATER-TIGHT and LEAK-PROOF 


under 120 to 250 lbs. pressure. £@ It grinds 


with the stream shape as wear is taken up) or 


with LASTING QUALITIES. 
“¢: ° 
Specifications 

It is a cast Brass-bronze pipe, machined 
inside and outside with extra heavy swivel 
leather handles, reinforced with steel. 
Lighter, stronger and more easily handled 
than a longer pipe. The side walls and tip 
reinforcement are so strong it is prac- 
tically impossible to dent or damage them. 

The Shut-Off is open when the handle 
lies back against the nozzle and is such a 
perfect joint it will give years of service 
without regrinding. 

The water way is a gradual, smooth taper 
to the straight tip to give a solid stream. 
Length, 18% in. overall, as illustrated. 

Thread Information: Specify your thread or 
send us an old 2%-inch coupling so we can 
match it exactly. 


W. S. DARLEY & CoO. 


2810 Washington Boulevard, CHICAGO 





Chiefs who take this 
Nozzle apart marvel at the interior 
(patented) construction. Then they 
= know why Nozzles may look alike on 
C2 erie the outside but are 

illicit ahe da AE) INSIDE. Any Fire Chief who makes a 
comparison of Nozzle merits will order 
CHAMPIONS — &@it’s because of UNEQUALED EFFICIENCY 
in Stream Power, Accuracy and Compactness and LEAKPROOF 


We will furnish 4”, %”, 1” or 1%” tip as desired. 
Try one on suspicion! We will send it on 30 DAYS’ 
FREE TRIAL to any Fire Chief. 
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PLAY PIPES 






















aa WITH SHUT- 
OFF NOZZLE 
a7 STREAM 
SHAPER 
aSPLADDER 
HOOK AND 
te SwWIivEL 
HANDLES 


uite different 


ALL 
THE 
BEST 
MONEY 
CAN 
BUY 


Only $23.45 
Complete 


Printed in U.S. A. 
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DROP EVERYTHING 
Boys, IT'S MY 
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